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Harps, harps and more harpsA 2016 overview

by Aibhlin McCrann

4EAOA EO 11 Al OA ®RepltoA the HaipihgATeaditibrOi lrelari@ublished by the

Arts Council, An Chomhairl€ealaion in 2015, was a turning point for the harp in Ireland; it acted as

a catalyst and captured a sense of the liveliness and bubbling undercurrent of harp activity

simmering all over the country. It empowered the harp community, giving it a confidentoice to
AOOAOOh AO 106ETT DI ETOAA 1 66h OA OOAAEOGEIT OEAO
OAET OAOPOAOGAA &£ O OEA POAOGAT O AAUS68 $AOPEOA OEA £
OEA EAODPGO Al Al Al AGEA teBdryGé&ninEroratiors] 2016 Balv the Ha/qREM E AT A
)y OAT ATA G6ATT A 1006 EI T ATU AEEZAOAT O xAuodn xEOE
across a number of platforms.

The harp received national prominence with the award of a TG4 Gradam Ceoil to CairdeQraite

xEAOA EO AAETIT xI AACAA OEA 1 OCAT EOCAGETI 160 OPAAEAI
central position in mainstream Irish traditional music and throughout the world. Special mention

was given to An Chdirt Chruitireachta, Cairde naCrdité © ) 1 OAOT ACET 1T A1l &AOOEOAI
the artistic direction of Aine Ni Dhubhdpaill, with the support of festival mentors; some of the most

renowned lIrish harpers in the world. Other prominent festivals such as Scoil Samhraidh Willie

Clancy whee the demand for harp classes, led by Kathleen Loughnane and her team, is increasing

year by year; the communityi AA / 8#AO01T 1T AT (AODP &AOOEOAT AO +AA!
3AETTIT ET $006i OEATAIN OEA (EOOI OFEAAY dirgctddvp 371 AEA
OATT xT AA EAOPAO 3ET AEUT ! O0i 6o6oiicn OEA /8#A0T1 Al
Dearbhail Finnegan, which had an attendance of more than 70 harpers at its harp workshops;

#1 1 EA1 OAOG #A11 OEEOp OE OA Aighly 8udces3fll,inéMy estaBlishéddAghill, AT E O A
International Harp Festival and the Tiondl of harps and uilleann pipes led by Music Generation

Laois, remind us of the extraordinary level of interest in the harp at the moment. Each plays their

part in enabling OEA EAODPSJO @l ie \néebd by he@Taddiences, creating further
connections between the harp and other musicians as well as creating more connectivity within the

harping community.

Cohesion underpins the establishment of Cruit Eireann, Harp Irelan an organisation formed by
harpers with the help of the Arts Council and a pivotal point in the continuing evolution of the harp.
Representatives of the various strands of the harp tradition met at the Arts Council Merrion Square
headquarters and conduted their first formal meeting at An Chuirt Chruitireachta in Termonfechin
in June 2016, ably facilitated by Nicholas Carolan, Director Emeritus of The Irish Traditional Music
Archive, where differences in style, opinion and approach to the harp were disssed and debated.
One of the outcomes of that meeting was the appoment of a tenmember interim steering group
chaired by Aibhlin McCrann and comprising representativeom 1 among others1 the Historical



Harp Society of Ireland, Cairde na Cruite andairsediri na hEireann. The group agreed to at for a
period of six months.

With the support of the Arts Council, Cruit Eireann met again at the Achill International Harp
Festival where it signed off on its terms of reference and reiterated its missioAs the national
umbrella resource organisation for the harp, its organisations, harpers and harp maké&rsyit
Eireann,Harp Ireland affirms and promotes incluse; contemporary expressioof the one thousand
yeasT I A EAOD OOAAEOEI T8 )OO AAETT xI AACAO OEA EAODPG
national emblemlIt encourages a breadth of harp repertoire and performance across a broad range of
genres It was decided at the Achill meeting that the steeringgroup should ceopt additional
members to ensure that it wouldreflect as far aspossible of the geographic spread and current
diversity of harp practice, and interested parties were asked to seliominate. Catherine Boothman,
Arts Council Traditional Arts executive agreed to assist with this process and it is currently
underway. This has been a historic step for the harp and harpers in general; our strength is in our
unified approach and we are very energised by the opportunities that lie ahead over thext few
months.

It was an exciting year too for harp compositionthe scale of which wasquite unprecedented.
Harpist Anne- AOEA / &néwAwoi® Bdnds GoOlreland: A 1916 Trilogywas premiered on RTE

Lyric FM in March. AnneMarie also featuredin the Music Network series of commissions for 2016
when she premiered Claria a work for harp and clarinet duo performed byAnneleen Lenaerts
(harp) and Dionysis Grammenos (clarinet) in a recent Music Network nationwide tour. Audiences

can look forward to more rrusic from AnneMarie in December 2016, when her new worl® Psalm

for Christma® &1 O £AT AT A 01 EAAO xEOE OO0O0i PAOh &OAT AE EIT (
Mary Immaculate College Chapel in Limerick, where she is composéar-residence. Harper Michael

21 1 1 Mddald Suite 2016was performed by the Comhaltas Ceolt6iri Eirgen National Folk
Orchestra as part of its contribution to the centenary.Tim Doyled ®ithim na Réabhldide
commemorating the children of the 1916 rising, included harpers led by Rachel Duffy at Cairde na
#OOEOAS8O 3POET ¢ Al 1 AAGénpset andadist Reddar ©CRlada-featGrddO i 8
harper Oisin Morrison in a special Gael Linn 2016 commissio®néirwith Cér Chuil Aodha and the
group Téadatogether with renowned uilleann piper Mick O'Brien, Cér Chuil Aodhand Cér Ban

Chuil Aodha.

The Meath Harp ensemble continues to commission new works for its ensemble, and recently
OAl AAGAA A OAAT OAE T Chrogiclés BiMRE: Msic Ghérdtidh Adois, @rging
ahead with more than 100 young harpers, has added a new compositidRising of the Harpsy
Scottish harper Caitriona McKay and 916: Visions and Voices collaborative composition,to its
repertoire, while Achill International Harp Festival featureda newly composed suiteSraith Oilean
Acla, composed for harppipes and traditional ensemble andincorporating the vibrant indigenous
piping tradition in Achill, with harpers Laoise Kelly and Grainne Hambly from Ireland and Scottish
EAOPAO - AOU - A- AOOAO b A bBdgds ofiLigHtagh8w coll@udratidn betdkedx T OE 8 O
prodigiously talented dancer Colin Dunne, ebullient fiddler Tola Custy, renowned harper Maeve
Gilchrist and master uilleann piper David Power scaled new heights in terms of pushing out harp
boundaries, and engaging with other instruments and art formg a veay innovative departure
indeed.



%OAT OET OCE OEAOA AOA EAOPAOO xEIT OECEOI U AOOAOO
performer, an indication of the growing significance and popularity of the harp ensemble concept

was given at Music Netw O E dtiDbirtbiday finale in the Irish Museum of Modern Art, where it
acknowledgedOE A Ecldse fin&sQvith Irish identity and nationality and celebrated the richness of
contemporary harp practicecoy AT | | EOOET T ET C A x1 OE &£OI i OEEIED - A«
music collected by Edward Bunting at the Belfast harp festival in 1792voca, a Celtic Journayas

preceded by an evocative performance on early Irish harp from Paul Dooley, followed by tAtbiez

Trio; Cormac Breathnach, Tola Custy and Laoise Kelly showing the melodic and rhythmic harp

colours in a different light. The large scale harp ensemble, including Laoise Kelly, Arviarie

/| 8&AO0OAT T h ' OUETTA (Al Al Uh $IA Molelle ANfuicahy & BelirdreA C AT h
Granville, Fiona Gryson, Aine NiDhubhds ET 1 h  #1 AEOA / 6 $ 1M6d plofedsibnal%ET p O
and non-professional harpers, was conducted by former principal conductor of the RTE Concert

Orchestra, David Brophy. They WOA ET ET AA AU OOAAEOEI T Al OET CAO ,
OAT AEOGETT 1T &£ A 101 AAO T &£ wAxAOA " O1 OET C60 EAOD
SAEOAAUET AT A »AANOGAI ETA -A#AOOEU j &0AT AE EIT O1 608
think that we had come a long way from 1963 when Cairde na Cruite was hard pressed to provide 6
EAOPAOO A&l O ! OAE BdachQLan®dOdCifirpossibly the first né that a group of

harps had been heard in a solely instrumental ensemble co®Oh ADAOO AOT 1T 4# +Al 1L
Irish harps composed in the late fifties.

$AOPEOA OEA O1 AT OAOAA OAOAAEOQOU 1T &£ OEA TAAAOGEI T AI
status, the occasion really highlighted that ensemble playing fulfils welcome social function and

provides young harpers with an opportunity to connect with one another, to listen to one another

and to swop harp experiences. Playing the harp is cool and fun. In this instance, the provision of
accessible harp tuition, whichwas for many years rooted in our second and third level music

institutions, and more latterly joined by the Music Generation initiative and other harp schools

throughout the country, has contributed to the resurgence of interest in the instrument. Theresi

Al 61 11T AiT OAO OEAO OEA AAIATAG T &£ I1T0A AiiplAg O
given some younger harpers a more grounded understanding of the nuances and complexities of

harp technique, phrasing and dynamic variety.

2016 celebrated a nunier of new Irish harp recordings: Laise Kelly with uilleann piper Tiarnan O
Duinnchinn; Dingle based Deirdre Granville; Sedna Davey from@dy Meath and Fiana Ni Chonaill
from Limerick. Each of these recordings adds to the well of repertoire for the haymnd showcases
individual styles and interpretations. We should also acknowledge the support from Na Piobairi
Uilleann and the Traditional Music Archive who have given harpers opportunities to perform and
present over the past twelve months. Notable amon@ EAOA xAO - AOU / 8$T 11T AT 1T 8¢
/| 8( AOA6O AiI T OOEAOOETT O )OEOE - OOEAS

Bringing the year to a close on a scholarly notédarp Studies Perspectives on the Irish harjs a
newly published collection of essays from noted harpers and neharpers focusing on many aspects
of harp practice and dealing with a series oWwide-ranging harp themes. This volume is a lonrg
awaited and very welcome addition to existing harp scholarship, and addressegw research on
the Irish harp with perspectives from the dsciplines of ethnomusicology, musicology, history, arts
practice, folklore and cultural studies. The harping community in Ireland owes an enormous debt

5



of gratitude to lonad na Cruite, the Irish harp research centre at the Irish World Academy of Music

an€A $ AT AR AO OEA 51 EOAOOCEOU 1T &£ ,EIi AOEAER AT A O ¢
Lawlor who in assembling this body of original research are contributing to the longer term
sustainability of the harp in Ireland, and ensuring an enduring legacy.

In 1992, Cairde na Cruite commissioned a work from Micheal O Silleatih for solo Irish harp,
tablas and tambura Based on a line from a poem of TS Eligt,the still point of the tuming world, there is the
dancewas performed at IMMA for the 20@h centenary of the Belfast Harp Festival. Twenty four
years later and with many hurdles crossed, the richness of what has been achieved by harpers in
2016 in terms of creativity, participation, partnership and scholarship has brought us to thadtill
point8 .1 x A O OEA AAT AAS8

Historic Meeting in Dublin of the harp community at the Arts Council Wednesday 16th October 2018. the
front row from left: Maire Ni Chathasaigh, Siobhan Armstrong, Sheila Larchet Cuthbert, Aibhlin McCrann, Aine
Ni Dhubhghaill, Caitriona Yeats, Helen Lawlor. Second row from left: Caitriona Rowsome, Sandra Joyce,

$AEOAOA ' OAT OEI 1 Ah -EAEAITA -0l AAEUh , AT EOA +Al1UR *A

-A, AOCEIT ETh 11717 *11AOh A A®Ux /&N T ARES] )0 ADEA&IOFIEIOh 4
Chroéinin, Colette Moloney, Deirdre Malone, Padraigin Ni Uallachain, GayrMcl T h ' AOAT AET A /1 8$1 EA
&ET ATTACUET h #1 AEOA /8s3$111TAIT18 )1 OEA £ OO0&imhioNi x EOT I

Bheaglaoich, Kathleen Loughnane, Nicholas Carolan, Mary Nolan, Catriona Cannon, Jan Muyllaert. In the back
row from left: Kieran Cummins, Simon Chadwick, Fintan Vallely, Peter Browne, Toner Quinn, Paul Dooley.
Photograph courtesy of the Arts Concll



Cairde na Cruite Events

An Chuirt Chruitireachta 2016

The 3lst anniversary of An Chuirt Chruitireachtaat An Grianan, Termonfechin, Countliouth from
26th June to Bt July 2016 was a resounding succesVisitors and participants were treated to a
week-long memorable series of workshops, lectures and concerts featuring Irish and international
guests of the highest calibre.

A diverse set of afternoon workshops and colcO OO ET A1 OAAA ) OAl EAT %l OAIl A
" OQUETTA (AT AT UBO O4EA 301 00U T &£ OEA )OEOE (AODPh
0l AUET ¢ &£ O OEA 30AcCA8 xEOE *AT AO (AOAEOGdch,h O3EI
O0' AOGOET ¢ UDOO OEAOCEA xEOE <ETA /6. AEIT AT A O, AAO
Dearbhail Finnegan

The opening concert featured sisters Michelle and Louise Mulcahy with local fiddle player Gerry

I & #1 TAtrib@edto the 1916 Rising on Monday night was performe by the Festival Harp Tutors.

The Meath Harp Ensemble took the stage on Tuesday night to accompany Janet Harbison from

Ireland and Rachel Hair from Scotland. The Festival took a trip into town on Wednesday afternoon,
performing a lunchtime concert in Barbw House, Drogheda. It was a lively event with Kathleen

Loughnane and Cormac de Barra on harp and Seosaimhin Ni Bheaglaioch on vocals. Back at An
Grianan that night guests were in for a treat with An Chruit Abu, a fantastic lingp of harp, fiddle,

flute and vocals with the Albiez Trio including virtuoso harpists Laoise Kelly, Siobhan Armstrong,

singer Roéisin Elsafty, Gerry Cullen and The Drogheda Singers.

Cairde na Cruite were honoured to host Tiondl na gCruitiri, National Harp Forum, an Arts Council

Initiative on Wednesday afternoon. A very productive meeting concluded with a decision to hold

the next meeting in Achill in October.

TEA EET AT A T &£ OEA xARE xAO O4EA 01 xAO 1T &£ 4EO0OAASG
Eamonn de Barra on flute and thé@auntingly beautiful voice of the wonderful Julie Feeney.

The inspiring festival team this year set the tone for the participants. Cormac de Barra, Maire Ni
Chathasaigh, Dearbhail Finnegan, Grainne Hambly, Kathleen Loughnane, A\n@ OEA / 6 &AOOAT 1
Seosimhin Ni Bheaglaioch worked their magical spell on the talented and enthusiastic players who
responded making the week a musically vibrant and memorable occasion.

At the conclusion of the festival Aine Ni Dhubhghaill thanked all committee members for their
dedicated work and commitment in preparing for the festival and in particular Rachel Duffy for her
gentle, kind and dedicated work as student supervisor during i week. After five years as director,
Aine wishes Aibhlin McCrann,the incoming festival director every success and assures her of her
continued support.



/

I ¢ Michelle Mulcahy (Hrp & Fiddle) and Janet HarbisonHarp)

" AOOU / @Fiddle) 1
Louise Mulcahy (Uilleann Pipes &lute)

Alblez Trio, Laoise Kelly (Harp), Tola Custy Siobhan Armstrong (Harp) and
(Fiddle) and Cormac Breatnach (Flute) Roisin Elsafty (Singer)

Rachel air(Hrp

Gerry Cullen and the Cormac deBarra (Harp) and Eamonn de
Drogheda Singers Barra (Flute & Bodhran)

Julie Feeney(Singer)

Photographs 0f2016 Evening Concertsat An Chuirt Chruitireachta, An Grianan, Termonfechin, County Louth
by Kieran Cummins



Soring Concertat the Pearse Museum

On April 10th 2016,# AEOAA T A #OOEOA EAI A EOO 3POETC #I1 1 AAO
Park, Rathfarnham. This annual event gives harp students a chance to play in front of an audience in

an informal and relaxed setting. A feast of Irish Harpers once again saw tharp resonate in this

historical venue. Wonderful performances by some of our younger membersene followed by the

performance of a thirty minute newly composed piece by Tim DoyleRithim na Réabhloide The

piecewhich is in five movements is a tribute to the forty children killed during the 1916 rising. The

27 members of Bray Combhaltas Ceoltéiri Eireann included harpists led by Rachel Duffyas very
OPAAEAI O EAOA OEEO DPAOA& Oi Al AlRDhdbhghaill WigheddtieA 0AAO
group well in their further performances throughout the 1916 anniversary year including one at

Creative Connexions in Sitges, SpaiMany thanks to Director Brian Crowley and the staff at St.

%l AABO &I O x Al AT Ihig &nfqual Averk forAb& derehtl dOséaiiveGead

Rithim na Réabhldidavill perform 4 Ei  $ isuité ohrdudic dedicated to the Children of the Rising

on December 3rd 2016 at 3pnin the Commemoration Galleryof the GPQOThis is a complimentary

once off event of 30 minutes in duration and isavailable with your normal admission fee.

Christmas Concertat Foras na Gaeilge

The Cairde na Cruite annual Christmas concenvill be held in Foras na Gaeilge 4
headquarters in Merrion Square on Sundapeamber 4th. Failte roimh dach!

>
mh
—

Gabhaimid &r mbuiochas le Foras na Gaeilgehaireannfailte O C O O /EE A Eyéch I@hdin. E

Regular Events with Cairde na Cruite
3DOET ¢ #11AAOO9g (AT A ATTOAIT U AAAE 3DPOETC
Rathfarnham. The 2017 dates will be published on www. cairdenacruite.com in the New
Year.

An Chuirt Chruitireachta: International harp festival that takes place annually in An Grianan,
Termonfechin, County Louth, from the last Sunday in June to the following Friday. The 2017
event will take place from Sunday 2 5th June to Friday 30th June 2017. See
www.cairdenacruite.com to book your place.

Christmas Concert: Held annually in Foras na Gaeilge, Merrion Square, Dublin 2. All are
welcome! Failte roimh chach!



TG4 Gradam Ceoll 2016

Traditional Music Awards

Cairde na Cruite are delighted and honoured to have bee
the recipient of the 2016 Gradam Comaoine (Specia
#1 1 OOEAOOETT ' xAOAQq AO OE
awards ceremony.The 2016 Gradam Comaoine was
awardedET OAAT ¢T EQET 1T 1 A& sthdelsO
foundation in 1960 in the revival and development of
interest in the Irish Harp. The full list of TG4 Gradam Ceoil
2016 recipients were:Gradam Ceoik Kevin BurkeCeoltdir The Gradam Comaoine TG4 Awarla

Og (Young Musician)z Orlaith MCAUliffe Gradam Saoil specially-commissioned piece by sculptor
(Hall of Fame) Z Arty McGlynnComharcheol John Collpresented by Moya Brennan
(Collaboration) 7 Our Dear Dark Mountain with the Sky(right) to Aine Ni Dhubhghaill who

over it Amhranai na Bliana (Singer) zPél O accepted the award on behalf of Cairde na
CeannabhainComaoin (Special Contribution)z Cairde na Cruite

Cruite, Gradam 1916z Gael Linn

DAAAI #

The 2016 awards were broadcast liven TG4 at theGradam Ceoil Concert in the Cork Opera House

on Sunday 21st February.The programme, hosted by welknown
musician/broadcasters Muireann Nic Amhlaoibhand Tristan Rosenstockfeatured a presentation

of awards and concert wherghe 2016 Gradam recipients were joined on stage by their special

musical guests, in a unique celebration of traditional music and song. The concert featured
performances by Cairde na Cruite members Kathleen Loughnane, Rachel Duffy, Aine Ni
Dhubhghaill, Cormac de Baa, Méaire Ni Chathasaigh, Anne AOEA / 8§ 8AOOAT 1T h $AAOAEA
Grainne Hambly.

TG4 Leascheannasai Padhraic O Ciardha says that the Gradam Ceoil continues to honour major

figures in Irish traditional music during their lifetime. 07 A A OA dBoEéhisd ahd sponsor

this deserved recognition for these extraordinary and talented artists who instil such pride in our

AOlI OOOA AT A AAT Ol 100 1EOAO xEOE OEAEO | OOEAho6 EA

Harpers representing Cairde na Cruite at the TG4
Gradam Ceoil concert 2016L-R: Kathleen Loughnane,
Rachel Duffy, Aine Ni Dhubhghaill, Cormac de Barra,
Méire Ni Chathasaigh, Anndlarie O'Farrell, Dearbhail
Finnegan and Grainne Hambly

10



An Chtirt Chruitireachta

International Festival

/" 1Irnish Harp

Sunday 25 June — Friday 30 June 2017
An Grianan, Termonfechin,
Co Louth, Ireland

[ BN

Be inspired by the best of harping

Book your place NOW
@™

www.harpfestival.ie n
. » arts
www.cairdenacruite.com s [traditional arts

JET OO0 ET c¢mpyx £ O #AEC))
International Festival for Irish Harp
Sunday &th Juneto Friday 30th June 2017

Book now for an exciting programme of tuition, workshops and concerts!

Enquiries & Bookings
E mail: info@cairdenacruite.com
www.cairdenacruite.com

ﬁ/CairdeNaCruite

five day harp festival of workshops, sessions, tuition andoncerts
world -class teachers, visiting artists and performers
open to harpers of all standards
broaden your understanding of Irish music, song and dance
collaborative, multidisciplinary teaching approach
develop skills and repertoire
Irish harping techniques

traditional ornamentation

11



Music Network

30th Anniversary Concert

Established in 1986 by the Arts Council, Music Network organise
several music tours and oneoff concerts nationally every year
involving Irish and international artists. A major initiative of Music
Network has been the establishment of its subsidiary company Musi
Generation z the national music education programme which has
B radically improved access to music education since it was firs

M established. Music Network is todayan essential part of the Irish
music infrastructure.

On Sunday 20th Novemberat 5.30pm in the Great Hall, Rog! Hospital
Kilmainham, Dublin, Music Network presengd the world premiere of
a newly commissioned work for largescale harp ensemble by the
celebrated Irish composer Philip Martin.

Former principal conductor of the RTE Concert Orchestra Davi
Brophy conducted a large scale harp ensemble including Laoise Kel
 Anne-Marie O'Farrell, Grainne Hambly, Dearbhail Finnegan, Trion
Marshall, Michelle Mulcéy, Deirdre Granville, Fiona Gryson, Aine N
Dhubhghaill, Claire O' Donnell, Eilis Lavelle and 480 professional
and non-professional harpers. The ensemble was completed with
OOAAEOETT Al OEITCAO ,EAI [/6-ATTI
| O Seiralain & Jacqueline McCarthy (French horns). In celebration ¢
- OOEA . AOxT OEGO0 onOE AT 1T EOAOOA
acknowledge the richness of contemporary harp practice in Ireland.

0&1 O AAT OOOEAOG OEA EAOD Hdérdity dnd
i 1T AGET 1T Al EOUR O1 CEOAT OEA UAAO
celebrate our own anniversary with a larg& A AT A E A O Bakgsl
Sharon Rollston, Music Network CEO.

This spectacular live performance follows in the tradition ofthe
Belfast Harp Festival of 1792, when folk music collector Edwari
Bunting annotated dozens of traditional harp tunes, helping tc
preserve our ancient harping tradition. As a complementary secon:
strand within this project, leading solo harpers will be fimed and
recorded in a studio setting performing the entire first volume of the

12



historic Bunting Collection, creating an audievisual archive that both
preserves these melodies, and through their interpretation, reflects
{OEA AEOAOOEOU bthap@®sOAAOEAA 1T £ OI
| The Philip Martin commission is one of three Music Network
ATTTEOCOEITO OEEO OAAOGITh AlITI

collaboration between prodigiously talented dancer Colin Dunne
fiddler Tola Custy, harpist Maeve Gilchrist and uilleann pipeDavid
oT xAO AT A A TAx ATiITEOOEIT AU

Music  Network'spractice of commissioning and including
contemporary Irish works in its touring programmes.

- OOEA . AOx1 OEGO 1 EOOEITI EO Ol
accessible to asnany people as possible, giving Irish audiences th
chance to experience the ery best in international chamber, jazz and
traditional music in venues throughout Ireland at affordable prices.

Music Network tours are funded by the Arts Council and presendein
association with RTE lyric fm.

Programme :

Paul DooleyClIrish harp (wire strung)

Albiez Trioz Laoise Kellyharp), Tola Custy (fiddle), Cormac
Breatnach (whistle)

Interval

OEEIEDP - AOQOET 860 ! O1 AAg
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