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Harps, harps and more harps: A 2016 overview 
 
by Aibhlín McCrann 
 

 

 

4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ÄÏÕÂÔ ÔÈÁÔ 4ÏÎÅÒ 1ÕÉÎÎȭÓ Report on the Harping Tradition in Ireland, published by the 

Arts Council, An Chomhairle Ealaíon in 2015, was a turning point for the harp in Ireland; it acted as 

a catalyst and captured a sense of the liveliness and bubbling undercurrent of harp activity 

simmering all over the country.  It empowered the harp community, giving it a confident voice to 

ÁÓÓÅÒÔȟ ÁÓ 1ÕÉÎÎ ÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ ÏÕÔȟ ȬÁ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅÃÏÖÅÒÅÄȟ ÒÅÃÒÅÁÔÅÄȟ ÒÅÉÍÁÇÉÎÅÄ ÁÎÄ 

ÒÅÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÄÁÙȭȢ $ÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÅØÐÏÓÕÒÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÏ 

ÔÈÅ ÈÁÒÐȭÓ ÅÍÂÌÅÍÁÔÉÃ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌ ÃÅÎtenary commemorations, 2016 saw the harp in 

)ÒÅÌÁÎÄ ȭÃÏÍÅ ÏÕÔȭ ÉÎ ÍÁÎÙ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ×ÁÙÓȠ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔÓ ÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÓÏÕÎÄ ÁÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅÄ 

across a number of platforms. 
 

The harp received national prominence with the award of a TG4 Gradam Ceoil to Cairde na Cruite 

×ÈÅÒÅ ÉÔ ÁÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÒÐ ÔÏ Á 

central position in mainstream Irish traditional music and throughout the world. Special mention 

was given to An Chúirt Chruitireachta, Cairde na CruitÅȭÓ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ ÆÏÒ )ÒÉÓÈ (ÁÒÐȟ ÕÎÄÅÒ 

the artistic direction of Áine Ní Dhubhghaill, with the support of festival mentors; some of the most 

renowned Irish harpers in the world. Other prominent festivals such as Scoil Samhraidh Willie 

Clancy where the demand for harp classes, led by Kathleen Loughnane and her team, is increasing 

year by year; the community-ÌÅÄ /ȭ#ÁÒÏÌÁÎ (ÁÒÐ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ ÁÔ +ÅÁÄÕÅȠ ÔÈÅ *ÏÅ -ÏÏÎÅÙ 3ÕÍÍÅÒ 

3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÉÎ $ÒÕÍÓÈÁÎÂÏȠ  ÔÈÅ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ (ÁÒÐ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ )ÒÅÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÆÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ ÉÎ +ÉÌËÅÎny directed by 

ÒÅÎÏ×ÎÅÄ ÈÁÒÐÅÒ 3ÉÏÂÈÜÎ !ÒÍÓÔÒÏÎÇȠ ÔÈÅ /ȭ#ÁÒÏÌÁÎ (ÁÒÐ ÁÎÄ #ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÆÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ ÉÎ -ÅÁÔÈ ÌÅÄ ÂÙ 

Dearbhail Finnegan, which had an attendance of more than 70 harpers at its harp workshops; 

#ÏÍÈÁÌÔÁÓ #ÅÏÌÔĕÉÒþ OÉÒÅÁÎÎȭÓ 3ÃÏÉÌ OÉÇÓÅȠ ,ÁÏÉÓÅ +ÅÌÌÙȭÓ highly successful, newly established Achill 

International Harp Festival and the Tionól of harps and uilleann pipes led by Music Generation 

Laois, remind us of the extraordinary level of interest in the harp at the moment. Each plays their 

part in enabling ÔÈÅ ÈÁÒÐȭÓ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÓÏÕÎÄ to be heard by new audiences, creating further 

connections between the harp and other musicians as well as creating more connectivity within the 

harping community.  
 

Cohesion underpins the establishment of Cruit Éireann, Harp Ireland, an organisation formed by 

harpers with the help of the Arts Council and a pivotal point in the continuing evolution of the harp.  

Representatives of the various strands of the harp tradition met at the Arts Council Merrion Square 

headquarters and conducted their first formal meeting at An Chúirt Chruitireachta in Termonfechin 

in June 2016, ably facilitated by Nicholas Carolan, Director Emeritus of The Irish Traditional Music 

Archive, where differences in style, opinion and approach to the harp were discussed and debated.  

One of the outcomes of that meeting was the appointment of a ten member interim steering group 

chaired by Aibhlín McCrann and comprising representatives from ī among others ī the Historical 
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Harp Society of Ireland, Cairde na Cruite and Cláirseóirí na hÉireann. The group agreed to act for a 

period of six months.  
 

 With the support of the Arts Council, Cruit Éireann met again at the Achill International Harp 

Festival where it signed off on its terms of reference and reiterated its mission: As the national 

umbrella resource organisation for the harp, its organisations, harpers and harp makers, Cruit 

Éireann, Harp Ireland affirms and promotes inclusive, contemporary expression of the one thousand 

years ÏÌÄ ÈÁÒÐ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎȢ )Ô ÁÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÒÐȭÓ ÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÓÔÁÔÕÓ ÁÓ )ÒÅÌÁÎÄȭÓ 

national emblem. It encourages a breadth of harp repertoire and performance across a broad range of 

genres. It was decided at the Achill meeting that the steering group should co-opt additional 

members to ensure that it would reflect as far as possible of the geographic spread and current 

diversity of harp practice, and interested parties were asked to self-nominate. Catherine Boothman, 

Arts Council Traditional Arts executive, agreed to assist with this process and it is currently 

underway. This has been a historic step for the harp and harpers in general; our strength is in our 

unified approach and we are very energised by the opportunities that lie ahead over the next few 

months. 
 

It was an exciting year too for harp composition the scale of which was quite unprecedented.  

Harpist Anne--ÁÒÉÅ /ȭ&ÁÒÒÅÌÌȭÓ new work Songs for Ireland: A 1916 Trilogy was premiered on RTE 

Lyric FM in March. Anne-Marie also featured in the Music Network series of commissions for 2016 

when she premiered Claria a work for harp and clarinet duo performed by Anneleen Lenaerts 

(harp) and Dionysis Grammenos (clarinet) in a recent Music Network nationwide tour. Audiences 

can look forward to more music from Anne-Marie in December 2016, when her new work ȬA Psalm 

for Christmasȭ ÆÏÒ ÆÅÍÁÌÅ ÖÏÉÃÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÒÕÍÐÅÔȟ &ÒÅÎÃÈ ÈÏÒÎȟ ÔÒÏÍÂÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÒÐ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÉÎ 

Mary Immaculate College Chapel in Limerick, where she is composer- in-residence. Harper Michael 

2ÏÏÎÅÙȭÓ Macalla Suite 2016 was performed by the Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann National Folk 

Orchestra as part of its contribution to the centenary. Tim DoyleȭÓ Rithim na Réabhlóide, 

commemorating the children of the 1916 rising,  included harpers led by Rachel Duffy at Cairde na 

#ÒÕÉÔÅȭÓ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÅÁÒÓÅ -ÕÓÅÕÍȢ  Composer and pianist Peadar Ó Riada featured 

harper Oisín Morrison in a special Gael Linn 2016 commission, Onóir with Cór Chúil Aodha and the 

group Téada together with renowned uilleann piper Mick O'Brien, Cór Chúil Aodha and Cór Ban 

Chúil Aodha. 
 

The Meath Harp ensemble continues to commission new works for its ensemble, and recently 

ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅÄ Á ÒÅÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ 6ÉÎÃÅÎÔ +ÅÎÎÅÄÙȭÓ The Chronicles of Meath.  Music Generation Laois, forging 

ahead with more than 100 young harpers, has added a new composition, Rising of the Harps by 

Scottish harper Caitriona McKay and 1916: Visions and Voices, a collaborative composition, to its 

repertoire, while Achill International Harp Festival featured a newly composed suite, Sraith Oileán 

Acla; composed for harp, pipes and traditional ensemble and incorporating the vibrant indigenous 

piping tradition in Achill, with harpers Laoise Kelly and Gráinne Hambly from Ireland and Scottish 

ÈÁÒÐÅÒ -ÁÒÙ -Ã-ÁÓÔÅÒ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÉÎÇȢ -ÕÓÉÃ .ÅÔ×ÏÒËȭÓ Edges of Light, a new collaboration between 

prodigiously talented dancer Colin Dunne, ebullient fiddler Tola Custy, renowned harper Maeve 

Gilchrist and master uilleann piper David Power scaled new heights in terms of pushing out harp 

boundaries, and engaging with other instruments and art forms ɀ a very innovative departure 

indeed. 
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%ÖÅÎ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÈÁÒÐÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÒÉÇÈÔÌÙ ÁÓÓÅÒÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÒÐÅÒȭÓ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÉÌÙ ÁÓ Á ÓÏÌÏ 

performer, an indication of the growing significance and popularity of the harp ensemble concept 

was given at Music NetwÏÒËȭÓ σ0th birthday finale in the Irish Museum of Modern Art, where it 

acknowledged ÔÈÅ ÈÁÒÐȭÓ close links with Irish identity and nationality and celebrated the richness of 

contemporary harp practice by ÃÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÉÎÇ Á ×ÏÒË ÆÒÏÍ 0ÈÉÌÉÐ -ÁÒÔÉÎȢ )ÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÒÐÅÒÓȭ 

music collected by Edward Bunting at the Belfast harp festival in 1792, Avoca, a Celtic Journey was 

preceded by an evocative performance on early Irish harp from Paul Dooley, followed by the Albiez 

Trio; Cormac Breathnach, Tola Custy and Laoise Kelly showing the melodic and rhythmic harp 

colours in a different light.  The large scale harp ensemble, including Laoise Kelly, Anne-Marie 

/ȭ&ÁÒÒÅÌÌȟ 'ÒÜÉÎÎÅ (ÁÍÂÌÙȟ $ÅÁÒÂÈÁÉÌ &ÉÎÎÅÇÁÎȟ 4ÒþÏÎÁ -ÁÒÓÈÁll, Michelle Mulcahy, Deirdre 

Granville, Fiona Gryson, Áine Ní DhubhghÁÉÌÌȟ #ÌÁÉÒÅ /ȭ $ÏÎÎÅÌÌȟ %ÉÌþÓ ,ÁÖÅÌÌÅ ÁÎÄ τπϺ50 professional 

and non-professional harpers, was conducted by former principal conductor of the RTÉ Concert 

Orchestra, David Brophy. They wÅÒÅ ÊÏÉÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÉÎÇÅÒ ,ÉÁÍ /ȭ-ÁÏÎÌÁþȟ ÉÎ Á ÈÁÕÎÔÉÎÇ 

ÒÅÎÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ %Ä×ÁÒÄ "ÕÎÔÉÎÇȭÓ ÈÁÒÐ ÁÉÒÓȟ !ÏÉÆÅ .ÉÃ !ÔÈÌÁÏÉÃÈ ɉÃÅÌÌÏɊ ÁÎÄ #ÕÁÎ s 

3ÅÉÒÁÄÜÉÎ ÁÎÄ *ÁÃÑÕÅÌÉÎÅ -Ã#ÁÒÔÈÙ ɉ&ÒÅÎÃÈ ÈÏÒÎÓɊȢ ,ÉÓÔÅÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅȟ ) ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÅÌÐ ÂÕÔ 

think that we had come a long way from 1963 when Cairde na Cruite was hard pressed to provide 6 

ÈÁÒÐÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ !ÒÃÈÉÅ 0ÏÔÔÅÒȭÓ ÎÅ× ×ÏÒË Teach Lán na gCruitirí; possibly the first time that a group of 

harps had been heard in a solely instrumental ensemble conteØÔȟ ÁÐÁÒÔ ÆÒÏÍ 4# +ÅÌÌÙȭÓ ÔÒÉÏ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÒÅÅ 

Irish harps composed in the late fifties.  

 

$ÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÄÏÕÂÔÅÄ ÖÅÒÁÃÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÎÁÙÓÁÙÅÒȭÓ ÖÉÅ×Ó ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÒÐȭÓ ÓÏÌÏ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÍÅÎÔ 

status, the occasion really highlighted that ensemble playing fulfils a welcome social function and 

provides young harpers with an opportunity to connect with one another, to listen to one another 

and to swop harp experiences. Playing the harp is cool and fun.   In this instance, the provision of 

accessible harp tuition, which was for many years rooted in our second and third level music 

institutions, and more latterly joined by the Music Generation initiative and other harp schools 

throughout the country, has contributed to the resurgence of interest in the instrument. There is 

ÁÌÓÏ ÎÏ ÄÏÕÂÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÍÁÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÍÏÒÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅØ ȬÁÒÔ ÍÕÓÉÃȭ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÈÁÒÐ ÅÎÓÅÍÂÌÅ ÈÁÓ 

given some younger harpers a more grounded understanding of the nuances and complexities of 

harp technique, phrasing and dynamic variety.  

 

2016 celebrated a number of new Irish harp recordings: Laoise Kelly with uilleann piper Tiarnan Ó 

Duinnchinn; Dingle based Deirdre Granville; Seána Davey from County Meath and Fiana Ní Chonaill 

from Limerick. Each of these recordings adds to the well of repertoire for the harp, and showcases 

individual styles and interpretations. We should also acknowledge the support from Na Píobairí 

Uilleann and the Traditional Music Archive who have given harpers opportunities to perform and 

present over the past twelve months. Notable among ÔÈÅÓÅ ×ÁÓ -ÁÒÙ /ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌȭÓ ÌÅÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÎ -ÁÒÙ 

/ȭ(ÁÒÁȭÓ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ )ÒÉÓÈ -ÕÓÉÃȢ 

 

Bringing the year to a close on a scholarly note, Harp Studies, Perspectives on the Irish harp is a 

newly published collection of essays from noted harpers and non-harpers focusing on many aspects 

of harp practice and dealing with a series of wide-ranging harp themes. This volume is a long-

awaited and very welcome addition to existing harp scholarship, and addresses new research on 

the Irish harp with perspectives from the disciplines of ethnomusicology, musicology, history, arts 

practice, folklore and cultural studies.  The harping community in Ireland owes an enormous debt 
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of gratitude to Ionad na Cruite, the Irish harp research centre at the Irish World Academy of Music 

anÄ $ÁÎÃÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ ,ÉÍÅÒÉÃËȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏËȭÓ Ô×Ï ÅÄÉÔÏÒÓȟ 3ÁÎÄÒÁ *ÏÙÃÅ ÁÎÄ (ÅÌÅÎ 

Lawlor who in assembling this body of original research are contributing to the longer term 

sustainability of the harp in Ireland, and ensuring an enduring legacy.  
 

 In 1992, Cairde na Cruite commissioned a work from Mícheál Ó Súilleabháin for solo Irish harp, 

tablas and tambura. Based on a line from a poem of TS Eliot, At the still point of the turning world, there is the 

dance, was performed at IMMA for the 200th centenary of the Belfast Harp Festival.  Twenty four 

years later and with many hurdles crossed, the richness of what has been achieved by harpers in 

2016 in terms of creativity, participation, partnership and scholarship has brought us to that still  

pointȢ .Ï× ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÎÃÅȣ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic Meeting in Dublin of the harp community at the Arts Council Wednesday 16th October 2013. In the 

front row from left: Máire Ní Chathasaigh, Siobhán Armstrong, Sheila Larchet Cuthbert, Aibhlín McCrann, Áine 

Ní Dhubhghaill, Caitríona Yeats, Helen Lawlor. Second row from left: Caitríona Rowsome, Sandra Joyce, 

$ÅÉÒÄÒÅ 'ÒÁÎÖÉÌÌÅȟ -ÉÃÈÅÌÌÅ -ÕÌÃÁÈÙȟ ,ÁÏÉÓÅ +ÅÌÌÙȟ *ÁÎÅÔ (ÁÒÂÉÓÏÎȟ !ÉÓÌÉÎÇ %ÎÎÉÓȟ 4ÅÒÅÓÁ /ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌȟ *ÏÌÅÅÎ 

-Ã,ÁÕÇÈÌÉÎȟ !ÎÎ *ÏÎÅÓȟ -ÁÒÙ /ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌȢ )Î ÔÈÅ ÔÈÉÒÄ ÒÏ× ÆÒÏÍ ÌÅÆÔȡ 0ÁÕÌ &ÌÙÎÎȟ 4ÉÍ /ȭ#ÁÒÒÏÌÌȟ -ÜÉÒÅ 5þ 

Chróinín, Colette Moloney, Deirdre Malone, Pádraigín Ní Uallacháin, Gay Mc+ÅÏÎȟ 'ÅÒÁÌÄÉÎÅ /ȭ$ÏÈÅÒÔÙȟ ªÎÁ Îí 

&ÈÌÁÎÎÁÇÜÉÎȟ #ÌÁÉÒÅ /ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌȢ )Î ÔÈÅ ÆÏÕÒÔÈ ÒÏ× ÆÒÏÍ ÌÅÆÔȡ #ÏÒÍÁÃ ÄÅ "ÁÒÒÁȟ +ÁÖÁÎ $ÏÎÏÈÏÅȟ 3ÅÏsaimhín Ní 

Bheaglaoich, Kathleen Loughnane, Nicholas Carolan, Mary Nolan, Catríona Cannon, Jan Muyllaert. In the back 

row from left: Kieran Cummins, Simon Chadwick, Fintan Vallely, Peter Browne, Toner Quinn, Paul Dooley. 

Photograph courtesy of the Arts Council 
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Cairde na Cruite Events 
 
                                              

An Chúirt Chruitireachta 2016 
The 31st anniversary of An Chúirt Chruitireachta at An Grianán, Termonfechin, County Louth from 

26th June to 1st July 2016 was a resounding success. Visitors and participants were treated to a 

week-long memorable series of workshops, lectures and concerts featuring Irish and international 

guests of the highest calibre.  
 

A diverse set of afternoon workshops and concÅÒÔÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ )ÔÁÌÉÁÎ %ÎÓÅÍÂÌÅ 'ÉÒÏÔÏÎÄÏ Äȭ!ÒÐÅȟ 

'ÒÜÉÎÎÅ (ÁÍÂÌÙȭÓ Ȭ4ÈÅ 3ÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )ÒÉÓÈ (ÁÒÐȟ Ȭ-ÕÓÉÃ ÆÒÏÍ -ÁÎÎȭ ×ÉÔÈ 2ÁÃÈÅÌ (ÁÉÒȟ Ȭ%ÎÓÅÍÂÌÅ 

0ÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÇÅȭ ×ÉÔÈ *ÁÎÅÔ (ÁÒÂÉÓÏÎȟ Ȭ3ÉÎÇÉÎÇ 7ÏÒËÓÈÏÐȭ ×ÉÔÈ 3ÅÏÓÁÉÍÈþÎ .þ "ÈÅÁÇÌÁþoch, 

Ȭ'ÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÒÅȭ ×ÉÔÈ <ÉÎÅ /ȭ.ÅÉÌÌ ÁÎÄ Ȭ,ÅÁÒÎ ÔÈÅ 4ÕÎÅȾ$ÁÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ $ÁÎÃÅȭ ×ÉÔÈ 

Dearbhail Finnegan. 
 

The opening concert featured sisters Michelle and Louise Mulcahy with local fiddle player Gerry 

/ȭ#ÏÎÎÏÒȢ A tribute to the 1916 Rising on Monday night was performed by the Festival Harp Tutors. 

The Meath Harp Ensemble took the stage on Tuesday night to accompany Janet Harbison from 

Ireland and Rachel Hair from Scotland. The Festival took a trip into town on Wednesday afternoon, 

performing a lunchtime concert in Barlow House, Drogheda. It was a lively event with Kathleen 

Loughnane and Cormac de Barra on harp and Seosaimhín Ní Bheaglaíoch on vocals. Back at An 

Grianán that night guests were in for a treat with An Chruit Abú, a fantastic line-up of harp, fiddle, 

flute and vocals with the Albiez Trio including virtuoso harpists Laoise Kelly, Siobhán Armstrong, 

singer Róisín Elsafty, Gerry Cullen and The Drogheda Singers.  
 

Cairde na Cruite were honoured to host Tionól na gCruitirí, National Harp Forum, an Arts Council 

Ini tiative on Wednesday afternoon. A very productive meeting concluded with a decision to hold 

the next meeting in Achill in October. 
 

TÈÅ ÆÉÎÁÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÅË ×ÁÓ Ȱ4ÈÅ 0Ï×ÅÒ ÏÆ 4ÈÒÅÅȱ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÔ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÉÎÇ #ÏÒÍÁÃ ÄÅ "ÁÒÒÁ ÏÎ ÈÁÒÐȟ 

Éamonn de Barra on flute and the hauntingly beautiful voice of the wonderful Julie Feeney.  

The inspiring festival team this year set the tone for the participants. Cormac de Barra, Máire Ní 

Chathasaigh, Dearbhail Finnegan, Gráinne Hambly, Kathleen Loughnane, Anne--ÁÒÉÅ /ȭ&ÁÒÒÅÌÌ ÁÎÄ 

Seosaimhín Ní Bheaglaíoch worked their magical spell on the talented and enthusiastic players who 

responded making the week a musically vibrant and memorable occasion. 
 

At the conclusion of the festival Áine Ní Dhubhghaill thanked all committee members for their 

dedicated work and commitment in preparing for the festival and in particular Rachel Duffy for her 

gentle, kind and dedicated work as student supervisor during the week. After five years as director, 

Áine wishes Aibhlín McCrann, the incoming festival director every success and assures her of her 

continued support. 
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'ÅÒÒÙ /ȭ#ÏÎÎÏÒ (Fiddle) 

 
Michelle Mulcahy (Harp & Fiddle) and 

Louise Mulcahy (Uilleann Pipes & Flute) 

 

 

 

 

 
Janet Harbison (Harp)  

 
Rachel Hair (Harp) 

 
Alblez Trio, Laoise Kelly (Harp), Tola Custy 
(Fiddle) and Cormac Breatnach (Flute) 

 

 

 

 

 
Siobhán Armstrong (Harp) and 

Róisín Elsafty (Singer) 

 
Gerry Cullen and the 

Drogheda Singers 

 
Cormac de Barra (Harp) and Éamonn de 

Barra (Flute & Bodhrán) 

 
Julie Feeney (Singer) 

 

Photographs of 2016 Evening Concerts at An Chúirt Chruitireachta, An Grianán, Termonfechin, County Louth 

by Kieran Cummins 
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Spring Concert at the Pearse Museum 

On April 10th 2016, #ÁÉÒÄÅ ÎÁ #ÒÕÉÔÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÉÔÓ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ #ÏÎÃÅÒÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 0ÅÁÒÓÅ -ÕÓÅÕÍ ÉÎ 3ÔȢ %ÎÄÁȭÓ 

Park, Rathfarnham. This annual event gives harp students a chance to play in front of an audience in 

an informal and relaxed setting. A feast of Irish Harpers once again saw the harp resonate in this 

historical venue. Wonderful performances by some of our younger members were followed by the 

performance of a thirty minute newly composed piece by Tim Doyle, Rithim na Réabhlóide. The 

piece which is in five movements is a tribute to the forty children killed during the 1916 rising. The 

27 members of Bray Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann included harpists led by Rachel Duffy. It was very 

ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÉÎ 0ÜÄÒÁÉÃ 0ÅÁÒÓÅȭÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ <ÉÎÅ .í Dhubhghaill wished the 

group well in their further performances throughout the 1916 anniversary year including one at 

Creative Connexions in Sitges, Spain. Many thanks to Director Brian Crowley and the staff at St. 

%ÎÄÁȭÓ ÆÏÒ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÁÔÉÎÇ Ôhis annual event for the seventh consecutive year. 

 

Rithim na Réabhlóide will perform 4ÉÍ $ÏÙÌÅȭÓ suite of music dedicated to the Children of the Rising 

on December 3rd 2016 at 3pm in the Commemoration Gallery of the GPO. This is a complimentary 

once off event of 30 minutes in duration and is available with your normal admission fee.  

Christmas Concert at Foras na Gaeilge 

The Cairde na Cruite annual Christmas concert will be held in Foras na Gaeilge 

headquarters in Merrion Square on Sunday December 4th. Fáilte roimh chách! 

 

Gabhaimíd ár mbuíochas le Foras na Gaeilge a chuireann fáilte ȬÇÕÓ ÆÉÃÈÅ ÒÏÍÈÁÉÎÎ gach bliain.  

 

 

Regular Events with Cairde na Cruite  
 

3ÐÒÉÎÇ #ÏÎÃÅÒÔȡ (ÅÌÄ ÁÎÎÕÁÌÌÙ ÅÁÃÈ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 0ÅÁÒÓÅ -ÕÓÅÕÍ ÉÎ 3ÔȢ %ÎÄÁȭÓ 0ÁÒËȟ 

Rathfarnham. The 2017 dates will be published on www. cairdenacruite.com  in the New 

Year.  

An Chúirt Chruitireachta: International harp festival that takes place annually in An Grianán, 

Termonfechin, County Louth, from the last Sunday in June  to the following Friday. Th e 2017 

event will take place from Sunday 2 5th June to Friday 30th June 2017. See 

www.cairdenacruite.com  to book your place.  

Christmas Concert: Held annually in Foras na Gaeilge, Merrion Square, Dublin 2. All are 

welcome! Fáilte roimh chách!  
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TG4 Gradam Ceoil 2016 
Traditional Music Awards 
 

 

 

Cairde na Cruite are delighted and honoured to have been 

the recipient of the 2016 Gradam Comaoine (Special 

#ÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ !×ÁÒÄɊ ÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 4'τ 'ÒÁÄÁÍ #ÅÏÉÌ 

awards ceremony. The 2016 Gradam Comaoine was 

awarded ÉÎ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÁÉÒÄÅ ÎÁ #ÒÕÉÔÅȭÓ ×ÏÒË since its 

foundation in 1960 in the revival and development of 

interest in the Irish Harp. The full list of TG4 Gradam Ceoil 

2016 recipients were: Gradam Ceoil ɀ  Kevin Burke, Ceoltóir 

Óg  (Young Musician) ɀ  Órlaith McAuliffe, Gradam Saoil 

(Hall of Fame) ɀ  Arty McGlynn, Comharcheol 

(Collaboration) ɀ  Our Dear Dark Mountain with the Sky 

over it, Amhránaí na Bliana (Singer) ɀ Pól Ó 

Ceannabháin, Comaoin (Special Contribution) ɀ Cairde na 

Cruite, Gradam 1916  ɀ Gael Linn. 

The 2016 awards were broadcast live on TG4 at the Gradam Ceoil Concert in the Cork Opera House 

on Sunday 21st February.   The programme, hosted by well-known 

musician/broadcasters Muireann Nic Amhlaoibh and Tristan Rosenstock, featured a presentation 

of awards and concert where the 2016 Gradam recipients were joined on stage by their special 

musical guests, in a unique celebration of traditional music and song. The concert featured 

performances by Cairde na Cruite members Kathleen Loughnane, Rachel Duffy, Áine Ní 

Dhubhghaill, Cormac de Barra, Máire Ní Chathasaigh, Anne--ÁÒÉÅ /ȭ&ÁÒÒÅÌÌȟ $ÅÁÒÂÈÁÉÌ &ÉÎÎÅÇÁÎ ÁÎÄ 

Gráinne Hambly. 

TG4 Leascheannasaí Pádhraic Ó Ciardha says that the Gradam Ceoil continues to honour major 

figures in Irish traditional music during their lifetime.  Ȱ7Å ÁÒÅ ÐÒÉÖÉÌÅÇÅd to organise and sponsor 

this deserved recognition for these extraordinary and talented artists who instil such pride in our 

ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÏÒÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÖÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÍÕÓÉÃȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ 

Harpers representing Cairde na Cruite at the TG4 

Gradam Ceoil concert 2016. L-R: Kathleen Loughnane, 

Rachel Duffy, Áine Ní Dhubhghaill, Cormac de Barra, 

Máire Ní Chathasaigh, Anne-Marie O'Farrell, Dearbhail 

Finnegan and Gráinne Hambly 

The Gradam Comaoine TG4 Award ״ a 

specially-commissioned piece by sculptor 

John Coll, presented by Moya Brennan 

(right) to Áine Ní Dhubhghaill who 

accepted the award on behalf of Cairde na 

Cruite 
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JoÉÎ ÕÓ ÉÎ ςπρχ ÆÏÒ #ÁÉÒÄÅ ÎÁ #ÒÕÉÔÅȭÓ 

International Festival for Irish Harp 

Sunday 25th June to Friday 30th June 2017 
Book now for an exciting programme of tuition, workshops and concerts! 

Enquiries & Bookings 

E mail: info@cairdenacruite.com 

www.cairdenacruite.com 

/CairdeNaCruite 

 

five day harp festival of workshops, sessions, tuition and concerts 
world -class teachers, visiting artists and performers 

open to harpers of all standards 
broaden your understanding of Irish music, song and dance 

collaborative, multidisciplinary teaching approach 
develop skills and repertoire 

Irish harping techniques 

traditional ornamentation  
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Music Network  

30th Anniversary Concert 
 

 

Established in 1986 by the Arts Council, Music Network organises 
several music tours and one-off concerts nationally every year 
involving Irish and international artists. A major initiative of Music 
Network has been the establishment of its subsidiary company Music 
Generation ɀ the national music education programme which has 
radically improved access to music education since it was first 
established. Music Network is today an essential part of the Irish 
music infrastructure. 

On Sunday 20th November, at 5.30pm in the Great Hall, Royal Hospital 
Kilmainham, Dublin, Music Network presented the world premiere of 
a newly commissioned work for large-scale harp ensemble by the 
celebrated Irish composer Philip Martin. 

Former principal conductor of the RTÉ Concert Orchestra David 
Brophy conducted a large scale harp ensemble including Laoise Kelly, 
Anne-Marie O'Farrell, Gráinne Hambly, Dearbhail Finnegan, Tríona 
Marshall, Michelle Mulcahy, Deirdre Granville, Fiona Gryson, Áine Ní 
Dhubhghaill, Claire O' Donnell, Eilís Lavelle and 40Ϻ50 professional 
and non-professional harpers.  The ensemble was completed with 
ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÉÎÇÅÒ ,ÉÁÍ /ȭ-ÁÏÎÌÁÉȟ !ÏÉÆÅ .ÉÃ !ÔÈÌÁÏÉÃÈ ɉÃÅÌÌÏɊ ÁÎÄ #ÕÁÎ 
Ó Seiradáin & Jacqueline McCarthy (French horns). In celebration of 
-ÕÓÉÃ .ÅÔ×ÏÒËȭÓ σπÔÈ ÁÎÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÒÙ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÔÏ 
acknowledge the richness of contemporary harp practice in Ireland.   

Ȱ&ÏÒ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÉÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÒÐ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÌÏÓÅÌÙ ÌÉÎËÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ )ÒÉÓÈ identity and 
ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÉÔÙȟ ÓÏ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÉÎ ÉÔȟ ÉÔ ÓÅÅÍÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÆÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å 
celebrate our own anniversary with a large-ÓÃÁÌÅ ÈÁÒÐÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÎÔȟȱ says 
Sharon Rollston, Music Network CEO. 

This spectacular live performance follows in the tradition of the 
Belfast Harp Festival of 1792, when folk music collector Edward 
Bunting annotated dozens of traditional harp tunes, helping to 
preserve our ancient harping tradition. As a complementary second 
strand within this project, leading solo harpers will be filmed and 
recorded in a studio setting performing the entire first volume of the 
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historic Bunting Collection, creating an audio-visual archive that both 
preserves these melodies, and through their interpretation, reflects 
ÔÈÅ ÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÏÄÁÙȭs harpers.  

The Philip Martin commission is one of three Music Network 
ÃÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȟ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ Ȭ%ÄÇÅÓ ÏÆ ,ÉÇÈÔȭȟ Á ÎÅ× 
collaboration between prodigiously talented dancer Colin Dunne, 
fiddler Tola Custy, harpist Maeve Gilchrist and uilleann piper David 
0Ï×ÅÒ ÁÎÄ Á ÎÅ× ÃÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÂÙ !ÎÎÅ -ÁÒÉÅ /ȭ&ÁÒÒÅÌÌȟ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÉÎÇ 
Music Network's practice of commissioning and including 
contemporary Irish works in its touring programmes. 

-ÕÓÉÃ .ÅÔ×ÏÒËȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÌÉÖÅ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÁÎÄ 
accessible to as many people as possible, giving Irish audiences the 
chance to experience the v ery best in international chamber, jazz and 
traditional music in venues throughout Ireland at affordable prices.  

Music Network tours are funded by the Arts Council and presented in 
association with RTÉ lyric fm.  

0ÈÉÌÉÐ -ÁÒÔÉÎȭÓ Avoca: A Celtic Journey is presented with funding from 
ÔÈÅ !ÒÔÓ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȭÓ $%)3 Ǫ 4ÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ !ÒÔÓ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÓ !×ÁÒÄÓȢ 

 

 

 

Programme : 

 
Paul Dooley Ͼ Irish harp (wire strung) 

 
Albiez Trio ɀ Laoise Kelly (harp), Tola Custy (fiddle), Cormac 

Breatnach (whistle) 

 
Interval 

 
0ÈÉÌÉÐ -ÁÒÔÉÎȭÓ !ÖÏÃÁȡ ! #ÅÌÔÉÃ *ÏÕÒÎÅÙ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


