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Cairde na Cruite Events 
 
                                              

An Chúirt Chruitireachta 2018 
A record number of harpers gathered at AÎ 'ÒÉÁÎÜÎ ÆÏÒ #ÁÉÒÄÅ ÎÁ #ÒÕÉÔÅȭÓ 33rd festival where they 

experienced an unforgettable week of harping, tuition, workshops and an array of exciting concerts 

fÒÏÍ Á ÈÏÓÔ ÏÆ )ÒÅÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÂÅÓÔ ËÎÏ×Î ÈÁÒÐÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÒÓȢ /ÕÒ ςπρψ ÆÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÓÉc 

and times of Turlough Carolan (1670ɀ1738), who has had such a profound influence on harpers 

and other traditional musicians right up to the present day.  

Our Festival mentors are core to the success of each festival; many of them continue to return year 

on year to be with us, and we are deeply grateful to them for their ongoing enthusiasm and 

unstinting support. So take a bow Máire, Áine, Kathleen, Cormac, Anne-Marie, Gráinne, Dearbhail, 

Deirdre and Triona, who as usual, excelled in their patience and generosity in sharing their insights 

ÁÎÄ ÅØÐÅÒÔÉÓÅȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÁÂÌÙ ÁÂÅÔÔÅÄ ÂÙ 3ÅÏÓÁÉÍÈþÎ ×ÈÏ ÂÒÉÎÇÓ ÈÅÒ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ȬÔÁËÅȭ ÏÎ )ÒÉÓÈ ÓÏÎÇ ÔÏ 

enrich the festival programme. 

As usual, we staged our five evening concerts; opening with an atmospheric evening presented by 

Sylvia Crawford (early Irish harp) and the husband and wife duo, harpers Gráinne Hambly and 

William Jackson in the beautiful surroundings of 18th century Beaulieu house in Drogheda.  

 

 

This was followed by a concert featuring our 

team of festival mentors in An Grianán, 

Termonfechin, who were joined by the 

inimitable Laoise Kelly, reliving the music of 

Turlough Carolan. More memorable 

evenings followed: Chasing the Breeze, with 

music from Denmark and Wales, performed 

in their own  unique style by harper Helen 

Davies and wind player and story teller Poul 

Høxbro; a wonderful night of music making 

from Triona Marshall and Martin Tourish, 

who were joined by our visiting ensembles, 

who travelled from every corner of the 

country to be with us and culminating in our 

gala Festival concert, where we were joined 

by acclaimed singer Muireann Nic 

Amhlaoibh, harper Síle Denvir, Pádraig 

Rynne on concertina and local fiddle player 

Dónal O Connor.  Beaulieu House, Drogheda 
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Helen Davies(Harp), Poul Høxbro 
(Flutes and Percussion) 

 
 

Helen Davies(Harp) 

 

L to R: Pádraig Rynne (Concertina), 

$ĕÎÁÌ /ȭ#ÏÎÎÏÒ ɉ&ÉÄÄÌÅɊȟ Muireann 

Nic Amhlaoibh (Vocals/Flute) and  

Síle Denvir (Harp) 

 

   

Gerry Cullen and the Drogheda singers 

 

Muireann Nic Amhlaoibh (Vocals/Flute) 

and Síle Denvir (Harp) 

Seosaimhín Ní Bheaglaoich (Singer) 

and Kathleen Loughnane (Harp) 

These concerts were supported by an active programme of outreach activity ɀ three lunchtime 

concerts in the 18th century Tholsel in Drogheda featuring Music Generation Louth Harp Ensemble 

and Grúpa Ceoil, Oisín Morrison and friends, and the ever faithful band of DIT Conservatory of 

Music and Drama harpers, who consistently rally to perform for us throughout the year. Harpers 

led by Fiona Gryson, Rachel Duffy, Maeve McKenna and Tara Viscardi also visited three local 

schools where they presented a light hearted Hands on Harp introduction to young children, who 

were fascinated by their stories and music. Special thanks to the outreach team and particularly to 

Rachel Duffy who devised a very informative programme for the outreach programme. 

 

/ÕÒ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐÓ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÓÔÒÁÎÄÓ ÏÆ #ÁÒÏÌÁÎȭÓ ÍÕÓÉÃ ×ÉÔÈ $Ò 3ÁÎÄÒÁ *ÏÙÃÅȟ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ 

5,ȭÓ 7ÏÒÌÄ !ÃÁÄÅÍÙ ÏÆ -ÕÓÉÃ ÁÎÄ $ÁÎÃe, setting a historical context about the life and times of 

#ÁÒÏÌÁÎȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ $+)4ȭÓ $Ò (ÅÌÅÎ ,Á×ÌÏÒ ÌÅÄ Á ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌ ÈÁÒÐ-playing session, where she challenged 

participants to learn and play a Carolan tune in less than an hour, with everyone ending the session 

one Carolan tune the richer.  
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Dr Sandra Joyce     Dr Helen Lawlor Tríona Marshall and Martin Tourish  

Another memorable highlight included a collaboratively-composed three part suite for harp 

ensemble led by Triona Marshall and Martin Tourish, which was the output of a concentrated 

compositional day, where we were joined by more than 55 harpers from Music Generation 

programmes all over the country to compose a new work for harp which was later performed at 

ÏÕÒ ÆÉÖÅ ÏȭÃÌÏÃË ÃÏÎÃÅÒÔȠ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÅrformance swelled our ranks to more than 140 harpers and was a 

wonderful experience for all involved. We are really delighted to be collaborating with Music 

Generation on this particular venture and most grateful for their willingness to contribute to our 

&ÏÕÎÄÅÒÓȭ 3ÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ ÓÃÈÅÍÅȠ ÉÔ ÏÐÅÎÓ ÕÐ ÎÅ× ÖÉÓÔÁÓ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÈÁÒÐÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÁÂÌÅÓ ÔÈÅÍ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍ 

and participate in a wider group. 

An Chúirt Chruitireachta would not be possible were it not for the generous support received from 

Louth County Council via Create Louth, Creative Ireland and Louth County Council Tourism Fund 

together with our core funding from The Arts Council, An Chomhairle Ealaíon. The Trench Trust has 

provided generous and invaluable support for our Ensemble Day, which is an additional initiative to 

inspire and encourage other young harpers, who might not have the opportunity to attend the 

Festival. Louth County Council staff have been unfailingly supportive and our appreciation to Arts 

Officer Brian Harten and to his colleague Miriam Roe, Economic Development and Tourism, each of 

whom offer words of encouragement from one festival to the next.  

 

   

Martin Tourish and Tríona Marshall Collaborative compositional day Sean-nós singing  workshop with 

Seosaimhín Ní Bheaglaoich  
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Tríona Marshall (Harp), Martin 

Tourish (Accordion)  

 

Tríona Marshall (Harp) Martin Tourish (Accordion) 

   
Cruitirí Loch Garman/Wexford Harp 

Ensemble 

Meath Harp Ensemble 

 

Music Generation Louth Harp Ensemble 

 

   
Music Generation Laois Harp 
Ensemble 

 

Westmeath Harp Ensemble Bray CCÉ Harp Ensemble 

   
Elver Harp Ensemble Music Generation Mayo Harp Ensemble Harp Ensembles exit stage left 

 

Photographs of evening concerts held in An Grianán, An Chúirt Chruitireachta 2018 by Kieran Cummins 


